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H
iking in

M
ount M

agazine State Park
Trails on M

ount M
agazine can provide for endless

hours of recreation, solitude, and adv enture.  You have
picked a great place to hike.  W

hether you are inter-
ested in a short w

oodland stroll or an overnight back-
packing trip, you w

ill find it here.  A
 rich diversity of

plants,w
ildlife, rem

ains of historic sites, and spectacular
scenic beauty aw

ait your discovery on 14 m
iles of

trails.  T
hese trails connect w

ith O
zark N

ational Forest
trails to offer nearly 60 m

iles of back country paths.
   M

ount M
agazine has A

rkansas’s highest natural
point and is called an “Island in the Sky” due to its
isolated dom

inance over the surrounding landscape.
M

any trails originated as gam
e trails follow

ed by N
ative

A
m

erican hunters.  A
fter the C

ivil W
ar settlers farm

ed
m

uch of the plateau-like sum
m

it.  Som
e paths becam

e
w

agon roads.  T
his trail system

 offers hikers m
any options

to connect tw
o or m

ore trails to create loops of various
lengths.  V

isitors can enjoy the m
ountain slow

ly and
quietly w

hile w
alking through different habitats.

   O
rient yourself at the park V

isitor C
enter.  Inform

ation,
exhibits, supplies, books, and gifts are available to
enhance your visit.

Bear H
ollow Trail

T
he Bear H

ollow
 Trail follow

s the upper rim
 of Bear

H
ollow

 from
 the Benefield Picnic A

rea to its northern
trailhead on H

W
Y 309 just south of the horse cam

p .
Som

e of the best scenery on the m
ountain is found

along this trail.  Points of interest include Sunrise R
ock,

Inspiration Point, and Shoal C
reek.  Sev eral w

et w
eather

creeks lead to beautiful w
aterfalls.  T

he upper part of
the hollow

 has never been logged and is som
e of the

last rem
aining virgin hardw

ood forest in A
rkansas.

T
he first part of this trail, just north of the picnic area,

w
as originally constructed by the W

orks Progress
Adm

inistration (W
PA) in 1938.  A spur trail re connects

w
ith the Benefield W

est Loop to create a .5-m
ile loop.

Length: 2.8 m
iles

___
M

oderate
_____

O
range Blazes

Benefield Trail
T

he Benefield Trail is divided into tw
o loops.  In the

1880s Benjam
in Benefield hom

esteaded 160 acr es
here.  Forty acres w

ere cultivated in onions, turnips,
potatoes, an apple orchard and vineyard.  O

ne of their
seven children is buried beside the entrance road.  T

he
1.1-m

ile East Loop follow
s a path originally con-

structed by the W
PA

 in 1938.  It leads to w
onderful

view
s of Bear H

ollow, O
uachita M

ountains, and the
Petit Jean R

iver Valley.  T
he .9-m

ile Benefield W
est

Loop Trail leads to a w
ildlife pond and connects to the

M
ossback R

idge Trail.  It returns to the picnic area via
the entrance road, passing the grave.

Length: 2 m
iles_____

Easy___________
Blue Blazes

Cove Lake Trail
Starting in the C

am
eron Bluff C

am
pground this trail

descends over 1,500 feet in elevation to C
ove Lake.

O
nly .3 of a m

ile of this trail is in the state park.  M
ost

of the trail is in the O
zark N

ational Forest.  It is best
enjoyed at a slow

 pace and is excellent for beginning
backpackers.  O

vernight cam
ping is allow

ed in the
national forest.  H

unting is allow
ed in the national

forest so be aw
are of the seasons and w

ear bright
colored clothing.  M

ore forest service trails surround
C

ove Lake. T
his trail is also called the M

t. M
agazine

H
iking Trail.  A

n additional m
ap is available.

Length: 9.5 m
iles

___________
M

oderate - Strenuous
___________

W
hite D

iam
ond Blazes

__________

Greenfield Trail
T

he G
reenfield Picnic A

rea now
 occupies w

hat w
as

part of a fam
ily farm

 prior to the G
reat D

epression.
T

his trail starts in the picnic area, crosses the highw
ay,

the headw
aters of Big Shoal C

reek, and m
eets the

M
ossback R

idge Trail.  It clim
bs 210 feet in elevation.

A
 .3-m

ile spur leads dow
n an old w

agon road to
Turkey Springs.

Length: .9 M
ile_____

M
oderate

______
G

reen Blazes

M
ossback Ridge Trail

N
am

ed for Albert M
orsbach, a settler, farm

er, and teacher,
this trail connects with four other trails: Benefield W

est Loop,
G

reenfield, N
orth Rim

, and Signal H
ill.  T

he three ascents
are rather steep, but w

alking is easy on top of the ridge.

Length: 2.1 m
iles

___
M

oderate
______Yellow Blazes

N
orth Rim

 Trail
Starting just w

est of the V
isitor C

enter, this trail follow
s

the north rim
 of the m

ountain and connects to the C
ove

Lake Trail just north of the C
am

eron Bluff C
am

pground.
It w

inds through hardw
ood forests, scrub oaks, and cedar

glades and crosses several tum
bling creeks. W

indsw
ept

bluffs tow
er over rugged G

utter Rock H
ollow

.  O
n clear

days the O
zarks can be seen beyond the A

rkansas R
iver

Valley from
 D

ill Point.  A spur connects w
ith the

M
ossback R

idge Trail to create a 4.4-m
ile loop.

Length: 2.7 m
iles

_
M

oderate-Strenuous___
Red Blazes

Signal H
ill Trail - The H

ighpoint
At an elevation of 2,753 feet above sea level, Signal H

ill is
the highest point in Arkansas.  N

o visit to M
ount M

agazine
is com

plete w
ithout having hiked to the highpoint.  At the

top is a stone m
ap of Arkansas.  A w

ide variety of plants
and songbirds m

ake this a nice nature w
alk in spring

and sum
m

er.  From
 the cam

pground trailhead the trail
clim

bs 153 feet.  A
 special brochure describes this trail.

Length: 1.4 m
iles

_____________________M
oderate

W
ill Apple’s Road Trail

N
am

ed for a farm
er in the m

outh of Bear H
ollow, this

w
as one of the first roads to reach the crest of M

ount
M

agazine.  D
uring the 1800s, w

agons hauled produce
from

 the m
ountaintop to the valley using this path.  T

his
trail starts just east of the V

isitor C
enter and ends at the

H
orse C

am
p.  Features include rem

ains of historic hom
e

sites, w
ildflow

ers, escaped dom
estic flow

ers, stone fences,
and ruins of the Buckm

an sw
im

m
ing pool built in the

1920s.  M
ountain bikes are allow

ed on this trail.

Length: 1.6 m
iles

_________________________
Easy


